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and would offer both a nulling and a construc-
tive mode. The science case covers in partic-
ular the survey and detection of possible 
exo-solar zodiacal dust discs, as well as Peg-
asides. Other applications include stellar
formation, circumstellar environments, and
AGNs. The Genie Science Team (co-spon-
sored by ESA and ESO) has produced a
comprehensive report on the scientific
prospects of this concept. After two ESA-
funded Phase A studies were performed in

2004 by ALCATEL and ASTRIUM, the deci-
sion has to be taken which concept to choose.

CONCLUSIONS: TOWARDS SECOND-GENERA-
TION INSTRUMENTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The quality of the presented instrument con-
cepts was remarkably high. While in the mid-
infrared Après-MIDI was basically without
competition except for the fact that one could
ask for a more powerful spectroscopic mode,
the near-infrared had a dense field of com-

petitors. Here the choices to be made are
between bulk optics vs. integrated optics and
envelope tracking vs. fringe tracking on the
technical side, and wide vs. narrow scope on
the scientific side. But with such an enthusi-
astic and knowledgeable community, there
should be no doubt that whatever choice is
taken we will have a second generation of
VLTI instruments that will ensure further
workshops like this one.

DDUTCHUTCH MMINISTERINISTER OFOF SSCIENCECIENCE VVISITSISITS

ESO FESO FACILITIESACILITIES ININ CCHILEHILE

Mrs. Maria van der Hoeven, the Dutch Min-
ister of Education, Culture and Science, who
travelled to the Republic of Chile, arrived at
the ESO Paranal Observatory on Friday after-
noon, May 13, 2005. 

The Minister was accompanied, among
others, by the Dutch Ambassador to Chile,
Mr. Hinkinus Nijenhuis, and Mr. Cornelis van
Bochove, the Dutch Director of Science. 

The distinguished visitors were able to ac-
quaint themselves with one of the foremost
European research facilities, the ESO Very
Large Telescope (VLT), during an overnight
stay at this remote site, and later, with the next
major world facility in sub-millimetre and
millimetre astronomy, the Atacama Large
Millimeter Array (ALMA). 

At Paranal, the guests were welcomed by 
the ESO Director General, Dr. Catherine
Cesarsky; the ESO Council President, Prof.
Piet van der Kruit; the ESO representative in
Chile, Prof. Felix Mirabel; the Director of 
the La Silla Paranal Observatory, Dr. Jason
Spyromilio; by one of the Dutch members of
the ESO Council, Prof. Tim de Zeeuw; by the
renowned astrophysicist from Leiden, Prof.
Ewine van Dishoek, as well as by ESO staff
members. 

The visitors were shown the various high-
tech installations at the observatory, includ-
ing many of the large, front-line VLT astro-
nomical instruments that have been built in
collaboration between ESO and European
research institutes. Explanations were given
by ESO astronomers and engineers and the
Minister gained a good impression of the
wide range of exciting research programmes
that are carried out with the VLT. 

Having enjoyed the spectacular sunset
over the Pacific Ocean from the Paranal deck,
the Minister visited the VLT Control Room
from where the four 8.2-m Unit Telescopes
and the VLT Interferometer (VLTI) are oper-
ated. Here, the Minister was invited to follow

an observing sequence at the console of the
Kueyen (UT2) and Melipal (UT3) telescopes. 

“I was very impressed, not just by the tech-
nology and the science, but most of all by all
the people involved,” expressed Mrs. Maria
van der Hoeven during her visit. “An almost
unique level of international cooperation is
achieved at ESO, and everything is done by
those who can do it best, irrespective of their
country or institution. This spirit of excel-
lence is an example for all Europe, notably
for the new European Research Council.”

Catherine Cesarsky, ESO Director Gener-
al, remarked that Dutch astronomers have
been part of ESO from the beginning: “The
Dutch astronomy community and industry
play a major role in various aspects of the
Very Large Telescope, and more particularly
in its interferometric mode. With their long-
based expertise in radio astronomy, Dutch
astronomers greatly contribute in this field,
and are now also playing a major role in the
construction of ALMA. It is thus a particular-
ly great pleasure to receive Her Excellency,
Mrs. Maria van der Hoeven.”

The delegation spent the night at the
Observatory before heading further North in

the Chilean Andes to San Pedro de Atacama
and from there to the Operation Support
Facility of the future ALMA Observatory. 

On Sunday, May 15, the delegation went
to the 5 000-m Llano de Chajnantor, the future
site of the large array of 12-m antennas that
is being built there and should be completed
by 2013. The Minister visited the 12-m APEX
(Atacama Pathfinder Experiment) telescope
and saw the technical infrastructure. 

“I am fully confident that the worldwide
cooperation in ALMAwill be equally success-
ful as the VLT, and I am convinced that 
the discoveries to be made here are meaning-
ful for the Earth we live in”, said Mrs. van der
Hoeven. “History and future are coming to-
gether in the north of Chile, in a very 
special way,” she added. “In the region of the
ancient Atacamenos, scientists from all over
the world are discovering more and more
about the universe and the birth and death of
stars. They even find new planets. They do
that on Paranal with the VLT and soon will
be doing that on the ALMA site.”

(from ESO Press Release 14/05)

The Delegation in front
of Kueyen (UT2). From
left to right: Prof. T. de
Zeeuw, Dr. C. Cesarsky,
Dr. C. van Bochove,
Minister M. van der
Hoeven, Ambassador
H. Nijenhuis, Prof. 
P. van der Kruit, Prof. 
E. van Dishoeck, Mr. 
H. van der Vlies, Mrs. 
van der Kruit, Mr. 
H. van den Broek, Dr.
L. Le Duc, and Prof. 
F. Mirabel. 


