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The European Southern Observatory 
 
Established as an intergovernmental organisation in 
1962, today the European Southern Observatory (ESO) is 
supported by 16 Member States from Europe, along with 
the host and partner state of Chile and with Australia as  
a strategic partner. 

For the past 60 years ESO has been enabling scientists 
worldwide to discover the secrets of the Universe for the 
benefit of all.  

Our core mission is to design, build and operate some  
of the most advanced observatories on the ground and 
to foster international collaboration in astronomy. 

Our responsibility goes beyond that. We are taking steps 
towards charting a more sustainable future, not just from 
an environmental point of view, but also economically 
and socially.


