
Fig. 2: A small part ot a contirmatory ESO Schmidt plate trom Sep
tember 29, 1978, showing the supernova (arrow).

with R. F. Carswell and M. G. Smith. The spectral lines indi
cate a type I supernova, and another spectrum of the parent
galaxies gives a radial velocity of approximately 21,000
km s -1, i.e. a distance of 420 Mpc.

A plate was obtained with the ESO Schmidt telescope on
La Silla on September 29.1, on IIla-F + GG 385, exposure

time 45 min. The broad spectral response (3900-7000 A)
makes it easy to see the supernova, south-east of the in
teracting gal axy pair.

This supernova is one of the faintest and most distant that
has ever been discovered.
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Construction of ESO Headquarters Building Started

The construction work of the ESO Headquarters building in
Garching started in early October this year.

By the middle of November the excavation works were
weil in progress and some of the foundations were al ready
laid (see photograph).

It is expected that the established time table (with termina
tion in early 1980) can be adhered to.
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